
August 1, 2018 

Dear Parents, 

 Summer break is nearing its end, and students will be here in less than three weeks.  I am very 
excited about this upcoming school year where we will be “Blasting into STEAM”, and I’m looking 
forward to all of the things we will accomplish at Midway Elementary.  This year, we may look a little 
different: murals have been added to walls, new pictures are being added to our crayons in the 
hallways, and we are transitioning to the T.L. Hanna color scheme and mascot.  Even though we may 
look a little different, our goals for overall student success will never change. 

 Our staff will be working hard each week to plan lessons that are appropriate, rigorous, and 
engaging.  We will continue to implement STEAM education into our planning and instruction as well as 
introduce inquiry-based learning.  Our staff will be developing strategies that encourage the natural 
curiosity of students.  We will focus growing our students in critical-thinking skills, communication, 
collaboration, and creativity.   

 Last year, we chose our student of the week based on a good character trait each week.  We will 
continue to do it the same way this school year.  I feel that good character is built at home and school; 
therefore, each homeroom will be completing one service learning project this year.  Each class will be 
discussing needs of our community, and the teacher will facilitate the discussion into developing a plan 
of action.  Our goal is for students to think of the needs they see and take the initiative to help their 
community.  Teachers may be reaching out to you if you know of great ideas for your child’s class to 
help their community.   

 One big change this school year will be homework.  Students will still have daily homework, but 
it will be optional.  Teachers will still assign the same amount of homework they always do, but they will 
not discipline students if homework is not completed.  Homework will be to communicate what is being 
taught at school and provide an opportunity for further practice only if needed.  I would like for all 
parents to help us at home.  My goal is for parents to assess if students understand the homework by 
having their child answer a few questions, and if students are answering the questions correctly, then no 
more work is needed.  If students are not answering the questions correctly, then practice all the 
problems assigned.  Even though daily homework will be optional this year, studying for quizzes and 
tests are never optional.  I would always recommend taking advantage of the resources teachers give as 
study tools for assessments.  Also, teachers may ask for help at home with projects, please make sure 
that homework to assist with big projects are completed. 

 Another big change this school year is our technology.  Third, fourth, and fifth graders will be 
able to take their Chromebooks home daily.  This will not begin the first day of school.  The 1:1 
Chromebook handbook is attached to this letter so that you will have the opportunity to review it.  Our 
district was granted the ability to pilot eLearning days this school year.  If school has to be cancelled, 
then students will have assignments to complete on their Chromebooks.  The teachers will teach the 
students what to do if this is needed.  Statistics have shown that almost every household has some 
device that connects to the internet, so students who are not allowed to bring their Chromebooks home 
will still have assignments.  The teachers will review these expectations and how to access information 
with parents.  This means that we will not have any inclement weather make-up days this year.   

 Our school supplies list are located on our website.  Please help us by making sure students are 
prepared with supplies on the first day of school.  Our custodians have worked very hard to make our 
floors shine this summer.  With that being said, please do not purchase rolling book bags for your child 



unless your student needs it for a medical reason.  I appreciate all efforts to preserve the beautification 
of our school. 

 “Fee Day” is next Tuesday, August 7th from 7:30-12:00 and 2:00-6:00.  This is the day to find out 
your child’s teacher(s), order T-shirts, join the PTO, and pay your fees. 

 All students will have a $20 technology fee. 

 Based on lunch status (full/reduced/free): Students will have a material fee 

 Full $15/ Reduced $2.85/Free $0 

You also have an opportunity to purchase voluntary school insurance.  This is done through an outside 
agency.  I will attach the information to the letter.  If you’re interested in this insurance, you will need to 
pay them directly.   

I always encourage you to join the PTO.  The PTO does so much for our school, teachers, and 
students, and we could not do it without your support.  If you join the PTO, you will receive a water 
bottle for your child to use in the classroom this school year and unlimited activities at our Back to 
School Bash on Saturday, September 22nd from 10:00am-2:00pm.  The cost to join the PTO is $10 for 
single membership (1 water bottle) and $15 for a family membership (2 water bottles).  Each additional 
water bottle will cost $5.  Our Back to School Bash will be moved back to September 22nd.  This will allow 
families to have a great time on a Saturday together.  We plan to have food trucks, inflatables, and our 
theme baskets for raffle and auction.  This will allow our Spooktacular to be a great time where we trick 
or treat together as a family.   

Our first day back to school will be Monday, August 20th.  The doors will open at 6:50am, and 
students need to be in their seats by 8:00am.  You are welcome to walk your students in the first day.  
The Sunday Stinger will start back soon with important information such as the Student Handbook.  
Please mark your calendars with all of the important events from the Midway calendar attached.  I look 
forward to serving as your principal again this school year and doing things they only way…the Midway. 

 

Brandon Meares  


